
2 Atwood Street - Patrick Doherty

In 1806 Thomas Johnson gave Johanna Johnson (a single woman) the land from the 
corner of Federal Street to what is now 8 Atwood Street. Johanna married Mr. Redman, 
Mr. Redman died. Johanna owned the land as a widow.

In 1846 Johanna sold the land at 2 Atwood Street to Patrick Doherty for $125 (Patrick’s 
name is often misspelled as “Dorothy” on censuses, City Directories and on the 1851 
map). At that time Atwood Street was called Ann Street. The name was changed to 
Atwood Street in 1856 after Margaret Atwood (“Atwood Street” and “54-56 Lime Street” 
are on the map.). 

Patrick Doherty came from Ireland, he is listed as a “laborer” on most of the censuses. It 
seems that Patrick’s story is that he had the money to by the land on Ann Street, he built a 
very small house (25 x 21 feet) on an existing old foundation. Patrick was married to 
Bridget, and together they had four children. And it appears that Patrick’s house was 
where new immigrants from Ireland came to stay. At one point in the 1860 Census there 
were 13 people living in this very small house. 

The City needed to widen Atwood Street. The street had probably been put in as a dirt 
road wide enough for one horse. The Newburyport Archival Center has a map/survey 
from 1864 that shows the City of Newburyport widening the road. The map shows 
Patrick Doherty owned the land from the corner of Federal Street and 2 and 4 Atwood 
Street. The city took the land in front of Patrick's land to widen the roadway.

Patrick Doherty took out a mortgage of $400 from the Institution for Savings in 1858 for 
the land from the corner of Federal Street and Atwood 2 and 4 Atwood.

Patrick died in 1870. His will shows that his land was worth $1,125, he owed the bank 
$400. It sounds like the estate needed to sell property to pay off the mortgage, and there is 
a mention of an auction. 

In 1873 Patrick's estate or the bank or a combination of both sold Patrick’s land and 2 and 
4 Atwood. There is no indication of what happened to Patrick’s wife Bridget and their 
children or all the people that Patrick Doherty took in who emigrated from Ireland.



~ History compiled by © Mary Baker Eaton for the Newburyport Interactive History Map 
- Keeping the Story Alive. History from Salem Deeds, Newburyport City Directories, and 
federal censuses. 
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