
 

25 Ashland Street - Eunice Atkinson Currier

Eunice Atkinson Currier (1783 - 1873) was the widow and second wife of Moses C. Currier 
(1796 - 1858). Moses C. Currier was the brother of John Currier Jr. who was the famous 
shipbuilder and had the shipyard on Merrimac Street (please see this map and use the search 
function). Moses A. Currier was the son of Moses C. Currier. 

Moses C. Currier lived at 309 Merrimac Street, and when he died, his son Moses A. Currier and 
his wife Elizabeth G Currier probably built 25 Ashland Street and sold it to his stepmother 
Eunice A. Currier for $250 in 1859.* 25 Ashland Street was right next to Moses and Elizabeth’s 
house at 27 Ashland Street and is most likely built on the land that Moses A. Currier bought in 
1845.*

Looking at the property records*^* Eunice had a whole lot of property holdings and personal 
money, much more than her stepson who lived next door. Eunice was also very generous, she 
eventually bought 309 Merrimac Street for her stepson John Currier 3rd and put it in trust for 
him and his wife if he died if or until she remarried.* She also left her house to her name sake, 
Eunice A. Currier, Moses A. and Elizabeth Currier’s daughter. 

Eunice also bequeathed several acres of land on High Street that she inherited from her father 
Mattias Atkinson,^^ that eventually became Atkinson Common (please see Atkinson Common 
on the map), named in memory of her father. 

I have not been able to find Moses C. Currier’s will, but it appears that Eunice’s money may have 
come from the inheritance from her family and also may have come from her late husband. 
When she died, her money was all in a trust, her deceased stepson Moses A. Currier was the 
trustee.^*^ After leaving the city of Newburyport the land for Atkinson Common and her house 
to her stepson’s daughter, the reminder of her money was left to the Bellville Cemetery 
Association, her obituary says that it was a large sum of money.^^ 

Eunice A. Currier was born in 1864 to Moses A and Elizabeth G. Currier at 27 Ashland Street. 
She married Samuel G. Williams at the age of 18 in 1882, Samuel was 25.^* Samuel was a 
jeweler from Aubundale, Massachusetts. He was a silver worker and watchmaker and and for 
many years worked for the Towle Manufacturing company and at times was in charge of 
different important departments. Later he went in to business for himself on High Street near 
Ashland Street and later on Merrimac Street near Strong Street. In both places he did watch and 
clock repairs. And eventually went to work for a firm in Boston. He died in 1905. He and Eunice 
had 4 children.** Eunice and her daughter Elizabeth and her son-in-law Ernest Addison were 
living at 25 Ashland Street in the 1940 Census. Eunice died in 1943^^^ and the house was passed 
on to her daughter and son-in-law Elizabeth and Ernest Addison.* Elizabeth Addison, Eunice’s 



daughter, sold the house in 1993,* Ernest died in 1986. The house had been in the family from 
1859 to 1993. 

~ History compiled by © Mary Baker Eaton for the Interactive Newburyport History Map - 
Keeping the Story Alive. 
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