
56-58 Broomfield Street, built by the Dodge family brick-layers and used 
as a grocery store and dwelling

The Dodge Family - Brick-layers 

Henry Lankester, a brick-layer, who was married to Anna Dodge Lankester died on April 
22, 1816. That seemed to set off a series of transactions in regard to what is now 56-58 
Bromfield Street. 

It is possible that 56-58 Bromfield was built by Daniel Dodge, John Doge both brick-
layers, and maybe Henry Lankester also a brick-layer. (Anna, Daniel and John are all 
somehow related). The building is one of the only small brick vernacular structures built 
so early in the South End of Newburyport. 

The first deed August 8, 1816 is from Daniel Dodge to Paul Dodge (who is on the 1851 
map) for the structure. It says in the deed that Daniel gets to use and improve “the 
premise.” 

The next deed dated the same day, Paul Dodge and his wife Jane, John Dodge, 
Bricklayer, and his wife Rebecca give Anna Dodge Lancaster land that is part of the land 
that belongs to the house. She apparently built a house on that land, what is now 58 Milk 
Street, (it appears on the 1851 map) and her daughter Mary lived there after her death. In 
the Newburyport City Directories Anna is described as a “gentlewoman” at 46 Milk 
Street (the numbers on the streets changed quite often).

On August 20, 1816, there is a deed in which John Dodge, Bricklayer, his wife Rebecca 
Dodge and Anna Dodge Lankester also give Paul Dodge the building. 

Paul Dodge (1775-1860) did not live in Newburyport, he was a clothier and lived in 
Boscawen, New Hampshire. Paul never lived in the house, he probably used it as an 
income property. In 1854 Paul gave the property to his daughter Martha Carlton, who was 
married to Daniel Carlton of Alva Maine. Martha and Daniel also never lived there. 
Martha, who moved to Methuen, sold the property to Rufus Adams in 1867. 



Although there is no documentation (yet), it is very probable that Daniel and John Dodge 
and Henry Lankaster, all of whom where brick-layers, were working on building 
downtown Newburyport after the Great Fire of 1811, the new laws required that any 
building over ten feet tall to be built of brick. They may have used some or all of the 
bricks from downtown to build 56-58 Bromfield Street. And also, although there is no 
documentation, I think it may well have been built as store with a place to live next to it 
right from the beginning, given the fact that lintel over the now bricked-up door on Milk 
Street is identical to the other lintels that are part of the building. There would also have 
been a deed before 1816, making the building even earlier, so far I have not been able to 
find it. 

A Grocery Store

The first documentation that 56-58 Broomfield Street was used as a grocer store is in 
1864 by Rufus Adams, who must have rented the store and dwelling unit before buying 
the structure in 1867. It was then sold to a number of people and used as a grocery store 
and dwelling. 

Thomas Noyes & Son

Tomas Noyes was born in 1848, his wife was Ada Noyes. The 1880 Census shows 
Thomas Noyes was working at a shoe factory on Neptune Street. Fred T. Noyes was 5 
years old. 

The 1900 Census shows Thomas Noyes who was now 51, lived and rented 44, Bromfield 
Street (what is now 56-58 Broomfield - street numbers changed all the time) and was now 
a grocer. Thomas died on March 24, 1916 at 44 Broomfield and is listed as a grocer on 
his death certificate. The receipts that were found when the owners were renovating 
56-58 Broomfield in 1984, are dated 1901 and they are from Thomas & Son Grocers. 
Thomas rented the store before 1900, the receipts allow for earlier dates in the 1890s. 
There is an ad in the paper in 1895 that mentions the store. The paper in 1897 mentions it 
as being a “popular South End grocer.” The 1898 Newburyport City Directory list 
Thomas & Son (Fred T, and Willis P. ) grocers at 42 Broomfield with the house at 8 
Neptune Street. The 1912, 1910, 1900, 1896 Newburyport City Directory list Thomas & 
Son at 42 Bromfield Street. Thomas died in 1916 in what was then numbered 44 
Bromfield Street. 



Fred T. Noyes was born in 1875 and he married Lillian M. Vay in 1915. He lived at 21 
Barton Street and as early as the 1900 Census he is listed as a grocer at the age of 25. 
Fred T. Noyes took over his father’s business after his death in 1916 and bought the 
property in 1919, his estate sold it in 1949. So there is a record of Thomas Noyes and Son 
Grocers existing from 1895 to 1949, almost 55 years. 

The Other Grocer Store - Bungalow Market and “Chickie” Somers

According to an article in the Newburyport Daily News in 1917, Albert E. Parsons built a 
large large grocery store on Milk Street in 1889 (although the deed says 1906) one house 
over from Thomas Noyes & Son Grocery - Bungalow Market. The article describes it as 
the latest and greatest, with refrigeration and ventilation, and was boldly advertised in the 
local papers. The business, according to the article was bought by Mugar Boyjian in 
1917, and Mr. Boyjian bought the building, according to the deeds, in 1921, where he 
also ran a very successful business. According to the newspaper, Stephen “Chickie” 
Somers bought the grocery business from Mugar Boyjian in 1948, but not the building. 
Mr. Somers bought 56-58 Broomfield Street in 1949* and apparently moved the business 
to the corner of Milk and Broomfield Street, which was affectionately known in the city 
simply as “Chickie’s.”**

Stephen “Chickie” Somers and his wife sold the building in 1961. It was turned from a 
grocery store and dwelling into a family house, ending its time as a store most probably 
since before 1816. 

~ History compiled by © Mary Baker Eaton for the Newburyport Interactive History Map 
- Keeping the Story Alive.
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