
Finding out about St. Margaret’s School, 57-59 Oakland Street

Someone contacted me and told me that they had been told that where they had lived, 
57-59 Oakland Street, had been a Catholic school, would I be interested in finding out 
more. Yes, I was very interested in finding out more, how fun, and I enlisted the 
Newburyport History Buffs on Facebook and the Newburyport Archival Center.

There was no school on Oakland Street on the 1851 map, the 1872 map or the 1884 map, 
but the 1906 Sanborn Fire map showed St. Margret’s School just down from High Street 
on Oakland Street - eureka, it did exist. 

A deed search showed that the property was bought in 1892 by The Immaculate 
Conception Educational Association of Newburyport, and it was sold by the church in 
1943 and became a dwelling. 

Sharon Spieldenner the head archivist at the Newburyport Archival Center found the 
information that matched the deeds in Jean Foley Doyle’s “Life in Newburyport 1950 
-1985,” and the Historic Newspapers at the Newburyport Archival Center did as well. 

Land on Oakland Street had been bought in 1892 from James J. Healey. Five years later 
Father William H. Ryan built a new school in 1897 to take the place of the Guardian 
Angel School on Monroe Street. The new school was one story, it was brick and it had 
two classrooms and it was called St. Margaret’s. The school served the children in the 
North End of town until 1938.

There is a photograph from 1920s or 1930s of Saint Margaret’s School from Laura Lee 
Griffin Slocum from her mother, Jeannette Moran Griffin, that shows both the children 
and and the outside of the school. It is the only photograph that I’ve found so far that 
actually shows what the school looked like. 

Some more exploration using the Newburyport Historic News Papers showed that in 
1922 St. Margaret’s had 87 students and had grades 1-4, the Immaculate Conception 
School had 485 students and was grades 1-9.

There is a photograph from 2012 of the property before it was made into high end 
condominiums in 2017. Looking at the photograph of the building the way it is today, 



you can see that there was once a arched front entrance which has been bricked over, 
flanked by large windows that have been made much smaller, dormers in front also 
appear to be added. Those alterations probably happened when the building was 
converted to housing in the 1940s or 1950s.

History from “Life in Newburyport 1950 -1985” by Jean Foley Doyle, the Newburyport 
Archival Center Historic Newspapers and Salem Deeds, with a big “Thank You” to the 
Newburyport Archival Center especially Sharon Spieldenner, Susan Shefte and Marge 
Motes and the Newburyport History Buffs.

Saint Margaret’s School in the 1920s or 1930s
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