
The Corner of Kent and Merrimac Streets, the Gas Station, Edna Orne and John 
Caldwell Jr.

The corner of Kent and Merrimac Streets that is now the gas station has a really 
interesting history. 

In 1957 two parcels of land were demolished, one of them was what was once 3-5 Kent 
Street and one was built as a grocery store and is part of the history of the Caldwell 
family of Caldwell Rum. 

The creation of Kent Street in 1788, a wide thoroughfare connecting Merrimac Street to 
High Street, lead to the building along High Street and the expansion of the North End of 
town. The Newburyport Public Library Archival Center has the original survey of Kent 
Street from 1788, and it shows how the corner, which is now the gas station, juts out into 
Merrimac Street. 

In 1795 Captain William Orne (1763-1803) bought the house and land on Kent Street that 
became 3-5 Kent. He left it to his son, also Captain William Orne (1794-1826) who 
married Edna Eastman (1798 - 1888) in 1818. Edna and William had a lot of children, 
almost all of them died. William died at sea at the age of 32. In a deed dated 1845, their 
son, also William Orne, who was a tinsman living in Lowell, sold half of the house, 5 
Kent Street to Edna for $200. She lived their until 1884, when she sold the house to her 
only remaining child, Harriet Ellen Orne Spalding. She died in 1888. Edna is on the 1851 
map, the 1872 map as Mrs. Orne.^^

Alexander Caldwell (1747-1832) bought the land and most likely built the fancy house at 
the corner of Merrill and Merrimac Street in 1788 (please see 177 Merrimac Street on 
this map). Alexander Caldwell established Caldwell’s distillery in 1772. The distillery 
remained in the family for many generation’s, the factories were located at the foot of 
Kent Street. The famous New England distillery sold Caldwell's Old Newburyport Rum 
all over the world.*

Alexander Caldwell’s son, John Caldwell Sr. continued the business and had not only the 
house next to his father but also the land along Merrimac Street to Kent Street. According 
to the North End Papers,*^ Luther Merrill leased the land from John Caldwell Sr., and 



built a grocery store which he ran there for many years. John Caldwell Jr. (1826 - 1904), 
the son of John Caldwell Sr and the grandson of Alexander Caldwell, was conveyed the 
store and land at the foot of Kent and Merrimac Street, and half of the dwelling house, 3 
Kent Street. He ran the grocery store until it was sold to Cornelius Creed in 1894, who 
also continued it as a grocery store. In 1894 Cornelius Creed also bought both sides of 
3-5 Kent Street and owned the entire lot of both the store and the dwelling house.^^

Sometime between 1933 and 1934 Lawrence M. Twomey opened the Park Lunch on the 
corner of Kent and Merrimac Street where the grocery store had been, he owned the 
business, but not the house and land. And sometime between 1951 and 1953 Anthony 
Jeuvelis and Stanley Rosnya, who had been silver workers at the Towle Silversmith 
Factory, bought the business from Lawrence Twomey.** In 1955 they bought two 
parcels, the location of Park Lunch at the corner of Merrimac and Kent Street and the two 
story dwelling house, 3 and 5 Kent Street. 

In 1957 a plan went before Newburyport zoning and planning boards to demolish the 
existing Park Lunch, the grocery store, and the two story dwelling house, once lived in by 
Edna Orne. A 32 by 42 foot cement block gas station would go on the corner of Kent and 
Merrimac Streets next to what would be the new Park Lunch (please see the Park Lunch 
on this map). 

There was no opposition to the plan, it was met with enthusiasm. Todd C. Woodworth 
(Newburyport’s beloved historian) was on the Zoning Board of Appeals and George H. 
Lawler was mayor. The feeling was that the project would be a benefit to the city. It 
would solve the problem of a dangerous blind corner on Kent and Merrimac Streets, 
because the gas station would be set back from the street.^* It would be next to the new 
Park Lunch which would have ample parking and, “weed out the undesirables.”^^*

~ History compiled by © Mary Baker Eaton for the Newburyport Interactive History Map 
- Keeping the Story Alive. 

Footnotes and References: 

*Essex Heritage Trail - Ghlee Woodworth
**Susan Shefte and the Newburyport Public Library Archival Center
^* Newburyport Daily News, January 17, 1957



*^ North End Paper 1618 – 1880, Newburyport, Massachusetts: Development of the 
North End of the City, by Olive Bl Merrill, Transcribed by Margaret Pecham Motes, page 
75
^^ Salem Deeds
^^* Newburyport Daily News, Wednesday July 10, 1957 and Friday July 12, 1957
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Survey of Kent Street from the Newburyport Records 1764-1789, year 1788, Courtesy of 
the Newburyport Public Library Archival Center, showing the corner of Kent and 
Merrimac Street jutting out, where the gas station would go in 1957.
1872 Map, Courtesy of the Newburyport Public Library Archival Center  










