
March’s Hill - Clara de Windt

In 1953 the Boston and Maine Railroad sold the land that is known as March’s Hill to 
James L. Hartnett^ who planned to put a large supermarket Pic-n-Pay, which was a 
supermarket chain with branches in Portland ME and Portsmouth NH.^^ Hartnett sought 
a variance for the project which was denied. 

Mrs. Clara de Windt bought the land from James Hartnett and gave it to the City of 
Newburyport for a park and playground in 1954. Reading the newspapers, it seemed that 
the City of Newburyport saw March’s Hill as a place for development, Newburyport had 
fallen on hard times by then. However, the park was accepted unanimously by the City 
Council to be used as a playground.^^^ Today, there appears to be no official indication 
that the park was given by her, and few people know that it was Clara de Windt who 
made this generous gift. 

At times March’s Hill has had playground equipment and at times it has not. Geordie 
Vining from the Newburyport Planning Office clarified that, “Playgrounds are diverse 
(natural playgrounds have no fixed equipment) and the term has always had a broad 
definition beyond the presence or absence of equipment.”

Clara de Windt moved to Newburyport from Boston in 1950^ with her husband Heyliger 
and bought 40 High Street, Clara’s name is on the deed.^ When she bought the house she 
was assured that she would always have the view from her home across the street because 
the Rail Road owned it and it would never be developed.^* Clara was one of the many 
abutters that spoke up against Mr. Hartnett’s plans to develop the area. In the article in the 
Newburyport Daily News May 5, 1954 on her gift of March’s Hill to the City of 
Newburyport it says, “Now Mrs. de Windt will be able to look from her windows and see 
the beautiful sunsets of which she spoke at the public hearings and know that 
Newburyport children will be able to play at March’s hill like generations of 
Newburyport and Newbury children have done before.” 

Clara de Windt (1893-1976) was an avid bird watcher, The Brookline Bird Club had this 
memory of her in 1988, “Clara de Windt, a BBC trip leader and “excellent birder” who 
was known for her “bright scarlet snow-bunny suit” (her “winter plumage’) and “would 
have made a figure descending the grand staircase at the Metropolitan Opera.” She 



exemplified the “you show me your birds, I’ll show you mine” spirit of BBC birding. Her 
marker at Oak Hill Cemetery was engraved with a chickadee.”^*^ 

March’s Hill was known as “Lunt’s Hill” and and during the war of 1812 “an observatory 
was erected on Lunt’s Hill, in Newbury, now March’s Hill, was supplied with field 
glasses and telescopes for the purpose of watching the movement of vessels approaching 
the Mouth of the Merrimac River.”* 

At some point the land was owned by the March family that goes all the way back to 
Hugh March, one of the first settlers of Newburyport. With a ton of help from Jack 
Rybicki, he and I tried to figure out when the March family owned the land. The only 
thing I can say for certain is that some of the deeds of the properties abutting March's Hill 
refer to E. Marsh, Eben Marsh, Mary C. Marsh and Mary Marsh, and the land might have 
belonged to Ebenezer Marsh Jr. (1781-1821) (who may or may not have bought it from 
his father, the Honorable Judge Ebenezer March (1745 -1827) at 34 -36 High Street 
across the street (which is on this map), and that Mary C. March (1819-1848) was 
Ebenezer Jr.'s daughter, and her heirs sold the land either to the Newburyport City 
Railroad or to the Eastern Railroad. It has been referred to in the deeds as "March's field" 
and "March's Hill.”^*

In 1872 the Newburyport City Railroad Company, which was incorporated June 12, 
1869, was authorized to construct a railroad from what is now the Newburyport Railroad 
Station on Rt 1 to the area behind what is now the Fire House for the Arts. The project 
was completed in July, 1872 and the same year it was leased to the Eastern Railroad 
Company until 1884, when it was taken over by the Boston & Maine Railroad. And in 
1872 the City widened the area of High Street where the train track goes under the Street 
near March’s Hill.** 

What we know today as March’s Hill was once a field as well as a hill. The 1880 
Birdseye Map shows that the railroad is cut in between the hillside, leaving fields on 
either side. In 1891 the Boston & Maine Railroad that owned the land wanted the gravel 
from March’s hill. In 1913 it was reported that it was “disappearing to furnish tons and 
tons of gravel for filling at Lynn,” and in 1918 it was referred to as a “gravel pit.”** All 
of this explains why there is the huge “dip” at March’s Hill. 

Ann Tuthill gave me permission to use an old photograph from March’s Hill taken in 
1895 probably taken where the water tower is now. If you look closely over the rooftops 
you can see cottages at plum island and the sea beyond. On the other side of the railroad 
tracks is a gently sloping field, which might have been what March’s field looked like 



before it excavated by the railroad for gravel. (Please see the “The Water Tower - March’s 
Hill” on the map.) 

In 2017 Phase 2 of the Clipper City Rail Trail took place extending the Rail Trail along 
the old railroad tracks under High Street and along March’s Hill all the way to Parker 
Street. It is a beautiful project that Clara de Windt would have been very proud of.

~ History compiled by © Mary Baker Eaton for the Newburyport Interactive History Map 
- Keeping the Story Alive. 

Footnotes and References: 

* Currier; History of Newburyport: 1764 – 19005, Vol. 2, p.515. Newburyport Herald, 
July 2, 1813; The observatory was sold at public auction July 13, 1815. From the research 
on March’s Hill for the Newburyport Public Library Archival Center by Marge and Skip 
Motes and Ghlee Woodworth, Clipper City Heritage Trail, March’s Hill 

^* I cannot thank Jack Rybicki enough for the untold hours he put into trying to figure 
out exactly when the March family acquired the land, looking at everything from old 
deeds to old newspaper clippings. 

Note: The deeds of all of the railroad companies from the Newburyport City Railroad, the 
Eastern Railroad and the Boston and Maine Railroad are incredibly opaque, and neither 
Jack Rybicki or I were able to find out exactly when the land was sold, it could have been 
as early as 1850.

** From the research on March’s Hill for the Newburyport Public Library Archival 
Center by Marge and Skip Motes

^ Salem Deeds

^^ Newburyport Daily News, November 30, 1953

^* Newburyport Daily News Dec 1, 1953

^^^ Newburyport Daily News May 5, 1954

^*^ The Brookline Bird Club: 1945-1988
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