
Park Lunch and four buildings once owned by the Caldwell family

It is most likely that Alexander Caldwell built the house that is now 177 Merrimac Street 
on the corner of Merrimac and Merrill Streets around 1788.* (177 Merrimac Street is on 
the map) Alexander Caldwell (1747-1832) established Caldwell’s distillery in 1772. The 
distillery remained in the family for many generation’s, the factories were located at the 
foot of Kent Street. The famous New England distillery sold Caldwell's Old Newburyport 
Rum all over the world.**

During the 19th Century and much of the 20th Century the house on the corner of 
Merrimac and Merrill Streets was numbered 133 Merrimac Street. Alexander Caldwell’s 
son John Caldwell (1785 - 1859) continued the business. He owned the house next door 
to his father, towards the north end of town, 135 Merrimac Street. John married Eleanor 
Guy Orne. Both Eleanor Orne Caldwell’s probate records and the deeds indicate that the 
Caldwells also owned 137 Merrimac Street and 2 Caldwell Court. 135 Merrimac Street 
was referred to as the “Mansion House,” and 137 Merrimac Street and 2 Caldwell Court 
as “Dwelling House” in the probate records of Eleanor Caldwell. 

The Caldwell family also owned the building on the corner of Kent and Merrimac Street, 
139 Merrimac Street and half of the two story dwelling house next to it on Kent Street. 
Edna Orne (1796 - 1861) the widow of Captain William Orne lived in the other half, 5 
Kent Street. Edna was most likely related to Eleanor Orne Caldwell and possibly her 
sister-in-law. In 1860 John Caldwell Jr. (1826 - 1904) one of the sons of John and Eleanor 
Caldwell and Alexander Caldwell’s grandson, who was a grocer, had a grocery store on 
the corner of Merrimac and Kent Streets. The Caldwell family at one point owned all of 
the real estate from Merrill Street to Kent Street on the side of Merrimac Street across 
from the river.*

Sometime between 1933 and 1934 Lawrence M. Twomey opened the Park Lunch on the 
corner of Kent and Merrimac Street, where John Caldwell Jr. had had his grocery store. 
Lawrence did not own the property, just the business. Sometime between 1951 and 1953 
Anthony Jeuvelis and Stanley Rosnya, who had been silver workers at the Towle 
Silversmith Factory, bought the business from Lawrence Twomey.*** In 1953 Anthony 
Jeuvelis and Stanley Rosnya bought 135 and 137 Merrimac Street,* once the mansion 
house and dwelling house of John Caldwell Sr. In 1955 they bought two parcels, the 
location of Park Lunch at the corner of Merrimac and Kent Street and the two story 
dwelling house, 3 and 5 Kent Street. 



In 1954 Anthony Jeuvelis and Stanley Rosnya demolished 135 (the Caldwell mansion 
house) and 137 Merrimac street (then numbered 179 and 181 Merrimac Street). The 
article in the Newburyport Daily News, November 28, 1953 said that they were being 
torn down because the were “unfit for habitation.” Jeuvelis and Rosnya needed those lots 
for parking for the existing Park Lunch. 

In 1957 a plan went before Newburyport zoning and planning boards to demolish the 
existing Park Lunch and the two story dwelling house, once owned and occupied by Edna 
Orne and John Caldwell Jr. on the corner of Kent and Merrimac Streets. In place of those 
demolished buildings, a 32 by 42 foot cement block gas station would go on the corner of 
Kent and Merrimac Streets, and a 30 by 40 foot restaurant building, the new Park Lunch, 
would go on the lots that were demolished in 1954.*^ 

There was no opposition to the plan, it was met with enthusiasm. Todd C. Woodworth 
(Newburyport’s beloved historian) was on the Zoning Board of Appeals and George H. 
Lawler was mayor. The feeling was that the project would be a benefit to the city. It 
would solve the problem of a dangerous blind corner on Kent and Merrimac Streets, 
because the gas station would be set back from the street.^* There would also be ample 
parking for the Park Lunch. 

400 people came to the grand opening of the new Park Lunch in July 1957. It was the 
first bar and grill to be opened since Sportsmen’s Lodge several years earlier. It had air-
conditioning and had knotty pine interior (it still does) with colored print drapes and brass 
accessories. “We’ve made it a point to weed out the undesirable, and we believe we have 
the best group of patrons anywhere.”^* 

Today the Park Lunch is a beloved Newburyport institution. No one would ever know 
that it and the gas station next door was built on a grocery store two dwelling houses and 
a mansion house owned by the Caldwell family. 

Reviews for Park Lunch - the sports bar and American restaurant: 

“Old school sports bar serving the true ‘Porters!’ Friendly foods and really great food! 
Inside it has a wooden bar and dining area for about 50 folks! You're surrounded by 
sports memorabilia, mostly Newburyport High and college teams. Service was fast and 
very friendly. Very clean place throughout.” ~ Bobby Conlon



“Nothing beats the Park Lunch. Not in price, not in quality, not in speed of service. You 
won’t find another place that offers such a sense of community. Even if you are not a 
townie, you are welcome to come feel like one for a quick bite. Don’t forget to grab a 
hoodie on your way out! Support this local, family owned gem.” ~ Jasmine MacDonald

“Old school sports bar with some of the best fried clams on the North Shore. Small bar, 
probably 12 seats, with an adjacent small dining room (seats 50). ~ Lisa L

“Park Lunch, where everyone knows your name! Local sports bar and eatery. If your 
visiting Newburyport and want to be part of the history, especially concerning local 
sports teams and heroes, this is the Place.” ~ Boston Jack

~ History compiled by © Mary Baker Eaton for the Newburyport Interactive History Map 
- Keeping the Story Alive. 
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