
The Water Tower - March’s Hill

It had not occurred to me to put the water tower on March’s Hill on the interactive history 
map until two things happened. Anne Tuthill got in touch with me about an old 
photograph taken in 1895 from about where the water tower is now located. And a young 
family also got in touch with me and told me how much the two children loved going up 
to the water tower, that it was one of their favorite places. 

Scott Nason was able to give some really interesting information about the early 
photograph, he also has a copy. “It was taken in 1895 by Karl Castlehun. He owned a 
pharmacy in market square and was an amateur photographer. Probably taken from about 
where the water tower is today. The little boy by the fence is his son Frederick (born 
1887). They lived at 51 high Street so it was only a short walk to this spot. Many of his 
ancestors still live in the area. One of the ancestors of Carl Castlehun made some prints 
from his original glass negatives about 40 or 50 years ago. If you look closely over the 
rooftops you can see cottages at plum island and the sea beyond.” 

There is an article the Newburyport Daily News, March 28, 1939 that describes the 
building of the original water tower. It was a project by the Public Works Administration 
(P.W.A.), part of the New Deal of 1933. The huge 500,000 water tank was supported by 
10 hollow steal columns built in a circle, each of them weighed 12, 425 pounds. In the 
center there was a riser pipe, through which the water was carried to the tank from the 
city’s main water supply. The riser pipe weighed 24,000 pounds. The tank without water 
weighed 190 tons, it was 25 feet high and 61 feet in diameter. Ten welders and 
ironworkers were employed for the job. They came from Webster, Massachusetts because 
it was impossible to obtain welders in the area who were experienced with the type of 
heavy construction.*

The new water tower was built in 1997. Alex Dardinski remembers it going up, “They 
hoisted the panels individually. And pivoted them up from the center. It was like flower 
closing.” And a Newburyport resident said that, “From our house on lower state street 
some sunsets cause it to glow all pink and purple. You would think it was an alien vessel 
hovering over march’s hill.” 

Jivonne Alley has proved three photographs in the spring of 1997 of the bulldozer 
knocking down the old water tower and in the process of dismantling it. 



Kim Kudym, who is no longer with us, contributed many things to the City of 
Newburyport, including her wonderful blog, “Walking with Dogs in Greater 
Newburyport: Off leash experiences in the Newburyport area.” Before she died Kim let 
me use the photograph that she had taken of the new water tower on her blog. Since the 
water tower went up many people, young and old, have enjoyed the it, including 
numerous mischievous teenagers over the decades. 

~ History compiled by © Mary Baker Eaton for the Newburyport Interactive History Map 
- Keeping the Story Alive. 

References and footnotes:

* Newburyport Daily News, March 28, 1939 
1895 photograph, Anne Tuthill collection
Photographs of the dismantling of the old water tower - Collection of Jivonne Alley. 
Photograph of the Water Tower today, courtesy of Kim Kudym 
“Walking with Dogs in Greater Newburyport: Off leash experiences in the Newburyport 
area,” by Kim Kudym 
Information on the Public Works Administration, Wikipedia  










